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a harmonious and stable political order. The political order constructed by Laozi, with “aristocrats and the
king” as its core and humility and tolerance as its spirit, is more suitable for rulers who are firmly in the

dominant position and hold strong power.

Three Aspects of the Confucian Family-State View
Liu Jiuyong

The relations between family and state are a core theme of Confucian political thought. In fact, from the
pre-Qin period to the Qin and Han dynasties, the Confucian conception of the family-state relationship changed
following the changes of historical realities, and showed three aspects. Due to the isomorphism of family and
state in the Western Zhou and the Spring and Autumn periods, Confucianism advocated the ethical
transformation of turning the family into the state. After the Spring and Autumn and Warring States periods,
the state gradually separated from the private family, and the centralized state was held as superior to the
depoliticized family. Accordingly, Confucianism developed the idea of taking families as hosts and the state as
servant, and building the state to serve families. But on a higher and ideal level, Confucianism still pursues
ending the separation of family and state and forging a great community of family and state. The family here is

just a metaphor for the larger community, it represents another instance of family-state isomorphism.

A Comparative Study of Aristotle’s and Avicenna’s Theories of Time
Liu Xin

In comparing Aristotle’s theory of time with that of Avicenna, this paper inquires into their common
features and distinctions and clarifies how they differ from each other. Both Aristotle’s and Avicenna’s theories
connect time with motion, determining time to be the quantity of motion. They differ in that Aristotle
determines time to be the number of motion, whereas Avicenna determines time to be the magnitude of motion.
Therefore, Aristotle’s theory of time is not purely objective, as previous scholars have assumed, but rather has
subjective and objective elements. In comparison with Aristotle, Avicenna has a strong tendency to

desubjectivize time, so that his theory of time is a truly objective view of time.

Touch and Space: A Phenomenological Approach with Reference to Philosophy of Mind
Wang Ji

Touch and space are closely linked together in phenomenology and philosophy of mind. The problem of
their relationship can be divided into two correlated aspects: first, whether the tactile sensation has spatiality ,
which leads to a controversy between internalism and externalism in philosophy of mind. Internalism regards
tactile sensation as a pure inner state of mind, while externalism asserts that it has a spatial location in a
physical body. The second aspect concerns the problem of tactile perception of space, which leads to the
debate between representationalism and anti-representationalism in philosophy of mind. The former holds that
the tactile perception of spatial properties is founded on the awareness of the shape of the touch movement; the
latter proclaims that the primal content in tactile perception is continuity and change of direction. Based on
Husserl’s phenomenology, and especially his theory of the double apprehension of tactile sensation and its
status as Ur-sensation, this paper attempts to analyze and resolve the above two problems, and to supply a

phenomenological perspective on reviewing touch and space.



