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ABSTRACT

Human Civilization Driven by Media Technology: Transformation and Reconstruction

Hu Yong & Chen Long & Li Chunlei & Sun Wei & Peng Lan & Chen Lin & Zeng Yiguo &
Zhang Lijun & Zhang Yanmei
Abstract: Media technology is reshaping human society, and the new network ecology has a profound
impact on politics, economy, culture and daily life. In January 2020, Exploration and Free Views
jointly with Suzhou University held an academic seminar on “Media Technology and Civilization
Transformation” to explore the evolution path and future prospect of human civilization under the new
media environment.

Professor Hu Yong calls for the arrival of enlightenment 2.0 and expects the society to work together
to build a more self-conscious and deeply embedded self-government model. Professor Chen Long
believes that the new narrative mode has stepped onto the stage of history, and algorithm has become
an important factor to measure the communication power, which will promote the efficiency of media
production. Professor Li Chunlei points out that the media technology represented by network and new
media technology reshapes the concept of time and space, and even forms a relatively independent
value system. Professor Sun Wei believes that human civilization has entered the stage of “media”
existence, and the development of technology has made media invade the main body in an all-round way,
and human beings will become the ultimate media. Professor Peng Lan points out that the new man-
machine relationship may make today’ s human oriented information civilization evolve into a “human-
machine civilization” . This new civilization may not only continue and enrich human civilization, but
also brew risks. Professor Chen Lin believes that the process of media technology acting on vision itself
is the product of civilization, and the conflicts between them reflect the dilemma of civilization and
constitute the visual pressure of civilization. Professor Zeng Yiguo points out that “new self-technology”
not only expands and enriches self-image, but also causes serious problems in people’ s self-identity.
Under the control of algorithm technology, only “digital self” is formed. Professor Zhang Lijun calls for
the creation of new era works of art dialogue with new intelligent media technology on the basis of fully
understanding and thinking about the new intelligent media culture. Professor Zhang Yanmei explains the
ethical metaphor in the post media era, pointing out that it is not only a way for human beings to imagine
the world, but also a possibility for human beings to realize themselves.

The Situation and Task of Contemporary Philosophy
Sun Zhouxing

Abstract: Contemporary philosophy (or general scholarship) has a strong nature of “translation” . With
the rapid development of modern technology and the advancement of academic undertakings, the era of
“translational learning” in a broad sense is coming to an end, and contemporary philosophy needs to be
repositioned and oriented. In the transformation of natural human civilization and technological human
civilization, contemporary philosophy will obtain the form of “future philosophy” and complete the
direction transformation from “historical” to “future” . Its future mission is to make contributions to the
reconstruction of new life world experience in the face of technological life world.

Keywords: translational learning; axial era; natural human civilization; technological human civilization;
philosophy

How to Promote the Study of Chinese World History in the Era of Academic Globalization
Chen Heng

Abstract: Since the reform and opening up, the discipline of world history has made great progress, but
there is still a lot of room for further improvement. In the era of academic globalization, it has become an
urgent task to construct China’ s world history system with a more open, inclusive and confident attitude.
In this process, we need to keep a sober attitude, understand the logic of western culture and civilization,
and absorb foreign excellent culture with a positive attitude. China’ s development calls on us to build
China’ s disciplinary system, academic system and discourse system with world significance as soon as
possible in the field of world history research, so as to contribute Chinese wisdom to the prosperity and
development of the world.

Keywords: world history research; three systems; community; Chinese discourse

China’s Vertical Democratic Meritocracy and Its Implications
Bei Danning & You Di

Abstract: China’s rise in the recent four decades is closely related to its unique political model. This
model can be described as a vertical democratic meritocracy, with local democracy at the bottom,
experimentation in the middle and political meritocracy at the top. The model is an ideal that inspires
the reality, though there remains a large gap between the ideal and the reality. The model is difficult to
export as a whole to countries that lack China’ s historical experience, but elements of the model can be
selectively learned by other countries.
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