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From Slavery to Freedom: On the Implications of Moral Philosophy

in Descartes’s Theory of Passion

MAO Xing-gui & WANG Bo
( Southwest University Chongqing 400715 China)

Abstract: The relationship between body and mind is one of the key issues in Descartes” philosophy while passion is the key to
this issue. In Descartes” view passion comes from the close combination of body and mind and passion is the trans — model of
body and mind. As a passive perception the passion of the soul is different from the active activity of the soul. The purpose of
passion is to protect the integrity of the body and mind but it has its own defects and may even become a force of enslavement.

In order to avoid becoming the slave of passion and gain freedom we should rely on not only the power of reason and experi—
ence but also the cultivation of habits especially the virtue of “générosité”. To achieve the state of “générosité” is of much
guiding significance for us to control our passion and get rid of the bondage of passion and move towards freedom.

Keywords: passion; activity; free will; générosité
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