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The Living Force as Desire:

The Metaphysical Explanation of Leibniz’ s Dynamics

LI Zhi - long
( School of Philosophy Fudan University Shanghai 200433 China)

Abstract: Leibniz’ s dynamics is an outcast in the world prospect of mechanism in seventeenth century because Leibniz wants to explain the physics
through metaphysics. Facing the mechanical motion Leibniz revives Aristotle” s doctrine of motion and teleology again and wants to reconcile the dis—
putes between mechanism and organism so his aim is to transform Descartes’ s material — extension into the living force as desire. Living force contains
the unity between resistance and impulsion and this unity is perception and appetite namely a tendency to end. As the prelude of Leibniz’ s monadol-
ogy the concept of living force is a new entrance into Leibniz’ s metaphysics.
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