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A Debate in Frankfurt School: From Adorno Subjectivity to Habermas Intersubjectivity
—A Case Study of Habermas’s Universal Pragmatics
Zhao Yongfeng
(Graduate School of Sichuan International Studies University, Chongqing, 400031)

Abstract: Adorno and Habermas are the backbone forces of the second generation of Frankfurt school,
who both hold some similarities and differences and even sometimes opposite views in many aspects of
academic views. Adorno emphasizes subjectivity, while Habermas stresses intersubjectivity. The paper
studies two scholars’ viewpoints on subjectivity and intersubjectivity. Based on intersubjectivity, Haber-
mas’s theory of communication action is the basis of his theoretical framework, which is the core of the
universal pragmatics. This paper proposes the four ways, which are quantity, quality, relation and manner
respectively, to establish intersubjectivity and demonstrates the basic idea of Habermas’s universal prag-
matics, and explores Habermas academic contributions to pragmatics and philosophy.

Key Words: Habermas; Communication Action; Subjectivity; Intersubjectivity; Universal Pragmatics
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