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Three Levels of Kant s Conception of Freedom
Deng Xiao-mang
( Department of Philasoph, Wihan University, Wuhan 430072)

Abstract: This essay divides Kant’ s conception of freedom into three levels: “the transcendental freedom”,
“the practical freedom” and “the sense of freedom”. (1) “The transcendental freedom”, which leaves in ad-
vance a possible “idea” of freedom for the practical freedom in the theoretical reason; (2) “the practical free-
dom”, which can be divided further into “the general practical freedom”, i.e. “der freie Willkiir” and “the
pure practical reason freedom”, i.e. “der freie Wille”. Both of them contain the meaning of the freedom-
noumenon(pure or im-pure); (3) “the sense of freedom”, which can be divided into Aesthetic Taste and the
“civil liberties” in the social history (such as the freedom of speech, the freedom of legislation, property right,
etc. ). Both of them can be ascribed to the reflective judgement, instead of to man’ s freedom-noumenon.
However, they are its “symbol” and “analogy”.
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