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On Scotus’s theory of will
LIU Mengsheng
(School of Marxism, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: Will plays an important role in the history of western ideology, and its relationship with
reason triggers numerous disputes in the academic circle. The theory of will in the Middle Ages which is
represented by Scotus differs from that of classical Greece and of modern time, and it is neither rationalism
nor voluntarism. To understand Duns Scotus’s theory of will, firstly, it is necessary to clarify the
ontological existence of will, which can be explained from three aspects: the inner structure of will, the
metaphysical proof, and the decisive role of will in action. Secondly, the relationship between will and
reason as well as will and nature needs to be clarified, which can be explained from two dimensions: the
tension between freedom and necessity, and the effect of self~-determining. Scotus’s argument about “will is
prior to intellect” does not indicate that will takes ontological precedence over reason, but that will is preferred
in the process of action triggering, and that will and reason are equal in ontology.
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