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Vico and Herder in the Eyes of Cassirer
On Cassirer’s Methodology of Philosophy of Culture

HE Ping
(School of Philosophy,Wuhan University, Wuhan,Hubei 430072,China)

Abstract: Cassirer’s methodology of Philosophy of Culture is an organic part of his holistic idea of
philosophy of culture and the basis of his creation of theory of philosophy of culture. He inherits the
tradition of Neo—Kantianism and carries out his study in three aspects: first, the study of modern physical
method; second, the historical reflection on idealistic philosophy; third, the exploration into enlightenment
philosophy. Among them, the third one is his aim of study. Henceforth, this article focuses on the third
aspect and bases his study on the evaluation of methodology of philosophy of culture of Vico and Herder. It
analyzes the essence and logical structure of the mode of thinking of philosophy of culture and further points
out the essence lies in discovering and constructing historical reason. Finally, it expounds the inspiration of
the study of Cassirer’s methodology of philosophy of culture on our study of it as well as on the study of
materialistic view and contemporary study of philosophy of culture in China.
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