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status ipse praesens, dum tendit ad sequentem seu sequentem parainvolvit
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Abstract

Is the Ceteris Paribus Law Not A Paradox? (p.1)

QI Leilei*, ZHANG Huaxia®
(1.South China University of Technology, Guangzhou, Guangdong, 510641,
2.Sun Yat-Sen University, Guangzhou, Guangdong, 510275)

Abstract: In this paper, the authors first discuss the origin of the notion of the CP law and its meanings and then the various
expressions of it are analyzed. Using Hempel’s viewpoints of Provisoes, we show that people face a severe problem in using CP laws
to explain things. Finally, we give our own views from three aspects regarding Prof. Wang Wei’s arguments against the viewpoints of
Earman, Roberts and Smith (ERS).

Key Words: Law; Ceteris Paribus; Dilemma; Provisoes

Counterfactual Conditionals and the Covering Law (p.7)

HU Huailiang
(Philosophy Department, Yunnan Normal University, Kunming, Yunnan, 650092)

Abstract: The Covering Law is an interpretation of the counterfactual conditional, which means the antecedent of the
counterfactual conditional together with the relevant laws entails its consequent. Since the late 1940s, scholars have had different
interpretations on this idea. On the whole, there are two kinds of interpretations: the simple Covering Law and the refined Covering
Law. Based on the analysis of the two views, we think that there are some problems in these interpretations. In this paper, we propose
a new idea that is based on the Covering Law.

Key Words: Covering law; Simple Covering law; Refined Covering law

The Construction of the Optimal Interpretation and the Solution to the Difficulties of the
Deductive-nomological Explanation (p.12)

SHEN Zhendong
(College of Marxism, Jiangsu Second Normal University, Nanjing, Jiangsu, 210013)

Abstract: Scientific explanation is an answer to the question of “why”. G. Hemple’s deductive-nomological explanation (the
D-N model) is the first to try to solve the problem with a model. But as his theory faces many problems that are hard to resolve, many
philosophers of science have tried to construct different scientific explanation models. This paper expounds P. Kitcher and Friedman’s
idea of unification explanation, constructs the unificative-nomological explanation (the U-N model), and with it successfully resolves
the difficulties of the D—N model.

Key Words: Scientific explanation; Deductive-nomological explanation; Unificative-nomological explanation; Instructions of
replacement; Models of argument

The Meeting-point of Anti-Scepticism and Anti-Dogmatism:
The Quasi-realist Attempt and Its Revelation (p.20)

ZHU Shiyong, FU Yun
(The Department of Political Education, Guangdong Ocean University, Zhanjiang, Guangdong, 524088)

Abstract: How to deal with the conflict between anti-scepticism and anti-dogmatism is a puzzle in epistemology. One way to
solve the problem is to amalgamate these two, which is what quasi-realism did. But with its anti-realist background, quasi-realism
failed. With the combination of definiteness of the object of cognition and historical limitation of cognitive ways, we can get the
meeting-point of the two, at which we can hold our scientific opinions both open and with some confidence.

Key Words: Scepticism; Dogmatism; Quasi-realism; Definiteness of the object of cognition

Interpretation of Leibniz’s Law of Causation (p.27)

ZHANG Lu
(School of Philosophy and Sociology, Beijing Normal University, Beijing, 100875)

Abstract: Around the law of causation, an important philosophical topic in the 17th century, there arose two main theories: the
physical influx or Mere Conservationism and Occasionalism. So far two viewpoints of “two reasons being parallel” and “two reasons
being vertical” have formed to explain Leibniz’s Concurrences causation theory. According to the substance theory of Leibniz, the
sufficient causation and the final causation are both integrated in the monad, just like diversity and identity. Monad develops itself by
the principle of continuity in the universe of pre-established harmony, which is the basis of legitimacy of Leibniz’s law of causation.

Key Words: Leibniz; Efficient reason; Final reason

Data Revolution: Historical Exploration from Number to Big Data (p.33)

LIU Hong, HU Xinhe
(College of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing, 100049)
Abstract: By exploring the historical evolution from number to big data, we propose that the evolutionary development of
data can be separated into three phases, namely, the birth of number, the formation of scientific data, and the emergence of big data.
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