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Leibniz’s thought of substance and its significance

ZHANG Lu
(Beijing Normal University, College of Philosophy and Sociology, Beijing 100875)

Abstract: The thought of substance is the footstone of Leibniz’s vast philosophical system. He said the concept of Cartesian extension is “complex”
and “relative”, “I think therefore I am” includes not only “I, who perceive.” But also “the things | perceive are various” ; Spinoza’s “God is nature”
has the problem of multiplicity. Leibniz gives the unique theory of substance on the critical inheritance of thoughts of Descartes and Spinoza. Accord -
ing to Leibniz, substance contains not only entelechy as dominate monad (primary force) but also organic body (passive force). Both combined to a cor-
poreal substance, which constitute the actual world. Monad cannot be split, so it has no part, but monad and organic body must be united and existed
together. The thought of substance of Leibniz not only gives a foundation of vivid nature, but also gives an answer to the problem of body and mind,

which not only provides a solid foundation for human free will, but also leaves much resources to the following theoretical development.
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