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On the Role of Cassirer’s Experience and Rationality in the Scientific Cognition

Yang Qiong
( College of Philosophy Nankai University Tianjin 300350 China)

Abstract: The relation between experience and rationality is one of the most important issues in modern epistemology. Em—

piricism and rationalism have heated discussions on this topic. Combining with the development of natural science itself

Kant unified the two ideas together to complete a “Copernicus revolution” for the first time. But then the gradual develop-

ment of natural science and philosophy had shaken the interpretation of Kant. As a Neo—XKantianism Cassirer follows the

view of Kant that there is no pure experience or ratienality in human cognition by analyzing the method of Newton and Leib—

niz. In this regard he further discussed the role of experience and rational factors in the construction of geometric systems.

Based on the Poincare’s conventionalism he clarify the effects of experience and rationality on scientific knowledge are not

equal but they are both indispensable for the construction of scientific knowledge.
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