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Kant on the Structure of Metaphysics

A Preliminary Investigation Based on Historical Context

Abstract; It is widely assumed that the eighteenth — century German

philosophy uncritically adopts the structure of metaphysics invented by

w R, PEBUERFAERE ZZVE (SONG Bo, Lecturer, Department of Philosophy, Faculty
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Wolff. On a closer examination, however, I would like to argue that Wol{f’s
successors appropriate the Wolffian metaphysical framework in their own
way, and thereby the historical evolution of the structure of the metaphysics
in Germany displays more diversity than expected. Ironically, it is Kant,
rather than any other rationalist, who reconstructs the dogmatic metaphysics
in its most developed form. Furthermore, Kant’s twofold vision of the struc-
ture of metaphysics, albeil its prima facie tension, is consistent and respect-
able.

Key words: the structure of metaphysics; German rationalism; Kant
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