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On Plato’ s One and Many

Qinghua ZHU
( Department of Philosophy Capital Normal University)

Abstract: This thesis is trying to explain the issue of “one is many” which appeared in several texts of
Plato but he has never expounded thematically. This issue has intimate relationship with two important
problems of Plato’ s theory of idea: (1) the relationship between ideas and individuals (2) the construction
of the ideas. In Phaedo and Republic ideas were proposed to interpret the problems of being and the existence
of individuals but there was no resolution to these two problems which might arise. In my view in part one of
Parmenides the first problem was developed but not clearly sorted out. In shelving the first problem part two
of Parmenides provides clue for the second problem. The ideas communicate to each other in the principle of
“one is many”. In Philebus not only the second problem was referred to by “division” to reach “one is
many”  but there is a more basic resolution to the first problem. The thesis explored the multiple meaning of
the “one is many” and indicated that under the principle of “one is many” the “one” of Plato still has

special transcendence.

Key words: One Many Measurement Transcendental
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