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On Augustine’ s Nihility of Time From the Perspective
of Husserl’ s Phenomenology

Based on “On the Phenomenology of the Consciousness of Internal Time”

WANG Yun
( Tongji University Shanghai 200092 China)
Abstract: Augustine believes that time as a creation is nothing. The past is not “is”;

the future is not “is"

and the present as a transition is a point without extension. The reason
why it “is” is because it will not be “is”. At the same time Augustine introduced the struc—
ture of expectation—attention—recall to explain the perception of time in daily life but this
structure still belongs to nothingness in the end. From Husserl’ s point of view this is be—
cause the original level is reversed. Augustine’ s idea of “present point” cannot be intuition—
istic since it is only an idea. The foundation of this concept is the overall structure of proac—
tive original impression and retention. This whole structure is not nihility for it can be intu—
1tionistic.
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