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true to life, and Anna, a fictional character. For his artistic aspirations, painter Gauguin goes against
and comes into conflict with the moral claims of the society. If he succeeds in the end, he will be able to
provide rational justification for himself, and if he fails, he will not. Whether his pursuit will produce the
wanted outcomes or not, cannot be foreseen by anyone, including himself, for that is partly subject to
luck. Williams examines several central concepts in this line of thinking: luck ( not luck of being
accidentally hurt or not, but luck intrinsic to the project) , success ( not in the utilitarian sense, but in
the sense that he eventually becomes the man he wanted to be) , justification ( rational justification might
be retrospective, and might not be accepted by everyone) . And he particularly looks into the concept of

‘agent-regret’ at length. The conclusion of the paper is: morality is not immune to luck.

Kuki’s Philosophy of Contingency and Theory of Feelings:
In Comparison with Heidegger’s Philosophy

Liao Qinbin

Kuki Shuzo is a Japanese philosopher who indeed directly criticized Heidegger’s Being and Time.
He attended Heidegger’s lectures and seminars for two years, and was familiar with Heidegger’s
philosophy. After returning to Japan, Kuki focused on developing his philosophy of contingency. During
this process, Heidegger was his resource of thinking. While Heidegger proposed an ontology of
possibilities, Kuki suggested an ontology of contingency. According to Heidegger, Dasein has the
existential structure of “thrownness—project”,  “inauthencity-authencity ” and “ disclosedness—
unveilingness” etc. It reveals the dimension of human existence from the possibility of non-actuality to
the necessity of actuality. Kuki argues that this process of possibility to necessity lacks contingency, and
it leads to the loss of infinite possibilities. For Heidegger, anxiety is the basic feeling that supports
Dasein’s existential structure, but Kuki focused on the feeling of wonder instead. It is because in original
contingency human beings will continuously be in wonder, and hence life will have an infinite possibility
to actualize itself. “Philosophy begins from wonder, and ends in wonder. ” Only in this case, it is

possible to have an infinite development.

Two Theoretical Approaches to Care Ethics:
Why Virginia Held’s Criticisms of Michael Slote Are Untenable?

Chen Huan

What is the essence of caring? This question is probably one of the most significant issues among
contemporary care ethicists who come from different approaches. Michael Slote considers care as the
virtue, and he tries to use the concept of empathy to ground caring phenomenon. Accordingly, Virginia
Held proposals care as practice and value, which means, in Held’s opinion, caring is serious of practices
with positive values. To demonstrate her theory’s validity, Held criticizes Slote’s theory from four
perspectives. Although Slote replies Held many times, most work Slote does are clarification jobs
( showing reasons why Held misunderstands his idea) , and we may hardly find out his attitude towards
Held’s practice and value approach. Whereas Held’s theory could not refute the virtue approach, and
even its legality still needs further illustrations. Thus we may conclude that the practice and value

approach is untenable.



