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Classical Political Economy and Natural Law Tradition
NIE Minli
(School of Philosophy, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract: Modern economics isdeveloped from the classical political economy that emerged in the
17th and 18th centuries. However, classical political economy can be traced back to the ancient poli-
tics-ethics tradition In fact, it is evolved and developed from the ancient moral philosophy,
through the historical evolution of the natural law traditions of the Middle Ages and early modern
times, and the system of modern moral science. The ancient moral philosophy is a descriptive and
normative study of the ancient social life system. In contrast, the modern natural law tradition goes
deep into the study of the basic law of human nature and its corresponding social rights on which so-
cial life is built Its methodology is analytical and constructive It is in the in-depth study of rights
that classical political economics, which is a branch of the modern moral science system, emerged.
It is not “economic” but “political” in nature It originally owned the complete viewpoint of theso-
ciety.

Key words: Classical political economy; Moral philosophy; Natural law; Moral science
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