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Kripke’s Wittgenstein

Abstract: Inspired by Wittgenstein’s discussion in paragraphs 138 to 242
of the Philosophical Investigations, Saul Kripke devised a widely discussed
line of argument to question the reality of meaning. The body of Kripke’s
thought consists of a paradox, a solution to it, and an implication of that
solution. The paradox is that there are no ‘genuine’ facts as to what people
mean by their words. The proposed solution is to show, not that the
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paradoxical argument is mistaken, but that its conclusion is, on reflection,
perfectly tolerable. A corollary of this solution is supposed to be that there can
be no such thing as a “private language”. This article offers a critical appraisal
of that account, and reveals the substantial extent to which Kripke’s
Wittgenstein diverges from Wittgenstein himself.
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