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Reason and Belief of Socrates

YU Ji—-yuan
(Philosophy Department, State University of New York at Buffalo,
Buffalo, New York, The United States)

Abstract: It has been a topic discussed over time by western scholars concerning the conflict be-

tween reason and religious belief in the thought of Socrates as well as its religious dimension. One

idea holds that the religious idea of Socrates is not worth considering and his speech about oracle

and divinities is conveyed in habitual use of language. The other argues that the religious belief of

Socrates is very serious and divinity and rational investigation are two ways to establish belief, which

are blended and not conflicting. An analysis of relevant literature shows that the belief of Socrates is

sincere and he believes there exists divine power superior to human being and this power is good, fo-

cusing on man’s life and hoping for the good and bliss of human beings. However, the specific con-

tent of the belief of Socrates is not based on religious literature, tradition or ritual, but on his ratio-

nal thinking and investigation. His belief is innate in his rational philosophy and his philosophy

(love of wisdom) serves this belief.

Key words: Socrates; rational investigation; religious belief; divinity; wisdom
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