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A View of Nietzsche’s Moment from the Aspect of Eternity and Time
— With Kierkegaard’s Moment as a Reference
Tian Wei
( Department of Philosophy Tsinghua University Beijing 100084 China)

Abstract: In the Western traditional philosophy Eternity and Time have an opposite relation: for the sake of pursuing
Eternity Time was exiled; When comes to the modern existence the falling in fragmentation of time leads to the exile
of Eternity and nihilism. Nietzsche’s theory of Eternal Return made these two reach a compromise through the concept
of Moment. The Eternity lies right here in Moment. The Moment is the overlapping and colliding between past and
future the moment that past and future repeat indefinitely. The favorable turn to the future was contained in this
decisive Moment. During the indefinite repeating moment Moment becomes Eternity. The possibility of Moment does
not lie in a purely natural second that irrelevant to human neither in an unnatural second that opposite to nature; it
lies in a natural and freewill second namely the second of Self Will. This is a self-salvation way out of European
nihilism that Nietzsche provided. However Kierkegaard's transcendental way of Faith presents a striking contrast. He
proposed that the prototype of Moment is Advent of Christ Atom of the eternal and the gap that made by Eternity
wedging in Time it constitutes the favorable turn to the future and rebirth. This moment is accomplished through the
leap of faith in individual existence. This is a self-salvation way which overcomes nihilism through facing God. Both
Nietzsche’s and Kierkegaard’s Moment need free will as a bridge of communication between Eternity and Time. What
Nietzsche’s Moment mean is that through “I will” repeat over and over again one can enter into Eternity in a second of
self-ereation and self-destruction. The point of Kierkegaard’s Moment is that through one’s free will to choose to make a
leap of faith and throw oneself into God’s Eternity. Although Nietzsche abandoned the external transcendental believing in
God the self=eturning and self-blessing Eternal Return is still a belief a religious worship of Dionysian Spirit.
Keywords: moment; eternal return; Dionysian Spirit; leap of faith

51



