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Interpretation and Construction—On the “Comprehension” of Problems by Dilthey and Weber

Song Ye

Abstract: Beginning with Dilthey, “comprehension” is seen as a general approach to social science. While

agreeing with Dilthey on that, Weber holds different view on the understanding of comprehension. These

differences mainly lie in the premise, approach and method of comprehension. Weber accepted the idea of

comprehension as an approach to social science and believed that comprehension and interpretation are

indispensable for social sciences. Compared with Dilthey, Weber’s understanding lost the core elements related

to life. By comparison, we can intuitively and profoundly understand the similarities and differences between the

two people’s thoughts.

Key words: Dilthey; Weber; Comprehension; Comparative Study
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