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Family and Its Ethical Principle in Modern Society

—— A Reading of the Relevant Chapters of Hegel’s Elements of the Philosophy of Right
Sun Xiangchen

Abstract: In the “ethical life” of Hegel’s Elements of Philosophy of Right, there are three moments: family,
civil society and state, which are regarded as the real condition of the actualization of individual freedom.
And scholars pay more attention to civil society and state while family is nearly forgotten. Essentially,
family is not only a direct and natural moment in the ethical life, it also represents an ethical principle,
which is different from individual principle. So let’s forget Hegel’s syllogism for a while, and to interpret
Hegel’s philosophy of right from a dual-principle point of view: individual and ethical. Hegel studies
abstract right and morality in an individual perspective, and puts family, civil society and state in an
ethical perspective. Family is not just a moment, but a principle which plays a great role in the formation
of individual, the remedy of civil society, the identity of state, and the producing of world-spirit. In this

sense, family and its ethical principle will still continue to flourish in modern society.
Key word: family, individual principle, ethical principle, civil society, state
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