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“Return” to the original horizon of historical materialism
WANG HaiHeng

To unearth the real spirit of the worldview of historical materialism we should not restrict ourselves to the archeology of textual research or to the diag—
nostics of problem —research. We should return to the original context of historical materialism under its principles of methodology. Tracing the original
context of the establishment and development of historical materialism in the twofold dimension of the history of thought and of reality is the precondition
of our scientific understanding of it. Seen from the perspective of the history of thought the establishment and development of historical materialism re—
ceived the influences of idealist philosophy enlightenment and political economics. Seen from that of the reality the establishment and development of
historical materialism faced the coming of a civil society after the collapse of the old society the emergence and development of the capitalist society

and human’ s entering into the world — history. Only after unearthing the real spirit of the worldview of historical materialism in this twofold dimension

and facing the contemporary problems in China can we find new approaches to the explanation of historical materialism.

Outline of hermeneutics
Friedrich Daniel Ernst Schleiermacher; trans. HE Wei — ping

Schleiermacher$ hermeneutical thought is mainly embodied in his Hermeneutics and Criticism. The preface and the introduction of the book as the out—
line are rich in implications that reveal his basic views in this field. Here he clearly defines Hermeneutics and criticism ~ distinguishes the general her—
meneutics and the specific hermeneutics grammatical interpretation and psychological interpretation hermeneutically strict or lax in practice highlights
the language as the core in hermeneutics makes clear the hermeneutic circle and among others puts forward the famous slogan in romantic Hermeneu—

tics! to understand the utterance at first just as well and then better than its author.

Two Treatments of PVOLS by Pre — Socratic Philosophers:
Some Issues on Chinese Translation of A0X1) and PVOLS
XIE Wen — yu&XIE Yi-pin

In translating Empedocles fragment 8 scholars found difficulty in dealing with ¢pvowc  and gave two different translations: birth and essence. This essay
finds that this difficulty has an inner conceptual connection with another term namely &ox1); and therefore traces three Chinese translations of &ox1 so
as to provide a context in which Empedocles”employment of ¢p0o1c can be analyzed. Simply put we have to categorize two thinking when read the term
aQx1 in Pre — Socratic philosophy. The first reading is that @oxn refers to a being which existed a prior in cosmos”chronology while the second reading
is that it refers to a being prior to yet as the foundation of all things in structure. Empedocles rejected the first treatment and began the second treat—

ment. This transition resulted in a new understanding of ¢pvoc and caused the difficulty in translating Empedocles”$pvots.

“Desperare coepi” 7 The fifth book of Confessions revisited
XTA Dong—qi

Confessions recalls Augustine”s “conversion” from Manichaeism to Catholic Christianity. According to the literary presentation of the fifth book of this
work Augustine “began to be desperate” about Manichaeism after he encountered with Faustus the Manichaean bishop in 383. Thus his Manichaean
period was only “nine years”. This paper argues that this rhetoric is inconsistent with Augustine’ s ardent pursuit of secular success at the time; rather
than any insincere literary fabrication to conceal his past exile as a persecuted Manichaean it was his retrospective memory in the post-conversion con—

text.

Locke’ s concept of identity
JIA Ke-fang

The concept of identity is an essential theoretical prerequisite for studying personal identity. In the analysis of the problems concerning personal identity

John Locke emphasizes the identity of consciousness rather than soul or material substance. In the contemporary studies on Locke scholars often use the
theory of relative identity to interpret Locke$ concept of identity in order to suppress the tension between the concept of person and that of substance.
This paper explicates the distinction between D-thesis and R-thesis and argues that Locke adopts the absolute theory of identity while the significant

difference between personal identity and the identity of substance results from the ontological status of person.

Rich implications of Peach Song and Rabbit-catching Net in The Book of Odes
KE Xiao—gang
The succession of Peach Song and Rabbit-catching Net in Zhounan of The Book of Odes should be meaningful if we note that the order of the poems is
edited by Confucius. The citations of Peach Song in The Great Learning reveal the rich connotations of all things in the world which are developed more
extensively in Rabbit-catching Net. A reading of Rabbit-catching Net and its various interpretations may help to understand the educational aspect of the
ancient Chinese politics. Furthermore a comparative study of The Book of Changes with Old Testament will help reveal the rich implications of Rabbit—

catching Net in a wider perspective of ancient civilization.
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