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Thomas Aquinas’ s Ideas of Justice

HE Jian-hua
( Department of Philosophy CPC Zhejiang Provincial Party School Hangzhou 311121  China)

Abstract: According to Thomas Aquinas justice has the distinction between universal justice and special justice: universal jus—
tice is legal justice; while special justice mainly includes distributive justice and exchange justice. Justice targets at public welfare.
Aquinas is concerned with the justice between the rich and the poor. He advocates to offer the life necessities in emergencies. Justice
has natural justice and real justice and it is the reciprocal relationship between income and giving during exchange activities. Based on
religious sacredness and human rationality Aquinas’s ideas of justice have a far-reaching impact on the development of Western jus—
tice and are still dominant for theory and practice.
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