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Leibniz-Wolff System and German Enlightenment

ZHAO Lin

(School of Philosophy, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)
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Abstract: Although leading to a rationalist dogmatism itself, the Leibniz-Wolff System proved to be a vio-
lent assault to the pietism or fideism, then a dominant dogmatism in German ethos, and did so much to
mould the development of German Enlightenment. Whereas the French Enlightenment stepped into athe-
ism, its German counterpart established a rationalist religion through textual research of the Scripture and
through rational criticism. Lessing, one of the leading proponents of the German Enlightenment, tried to
make a dialectic compromise betw een reason and faith by demonstrating the historical process of God’ s edu-
cation to his people. The concept of a religion of practical reason and the dialectics of unity through antino-

my made their mark on the systems of Kant and Hegel respectively.
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