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On Topics and Hermeneutics

He Weiping
(The school of humanities, Huazhong University of Science and Technology , Wuhan 430074, P. R. China)

Abstract: The traditional relationship between Western hermeneutics and rhetoric was closely
linked, while ancient topics was the main content of rhetoric, which especially in modern times was
gradually forgotten, its meaning and spirit has not completely disappeared yet. With the revival of
rhetoric in the twentieth century, it has come back to people’s memory, firstly being paid more
attention to in the field of jurisprudence, and then affecting the whole field of the humanities,
including hermeneutics. Gadamer’s Truth and Method implied this aspect. This paper tries to
investigate this academic background, starting from the relationship between rhetoric and topics,
topics and dialectics, and then advancing to the analysis of the relationship between hermeneutics
and topics, intending to reveal such basic views: hermeneutics takes the orientation of the topics, it
melts the rhetoric, dialectics and the logic together, links to the philosophy of practice, and helps us
to understand the essence and significance of philosophical hermeneutics further from the perspective
of the topics.
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