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Philosophy As the Science of “Self-knowing” .
from the Viewpoint of German Philosophy

Ye Xiu-shan
(Institute of Philosophy, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732)

Abstract : In European philosophical tradition, when Socrates stressed on “to know

yourself” , he did not mean to understand it merely from the viewpoint of morality.
That “to know yourself” was more than “to have the wisdom of self-knowledge”,
opened the way of the great tradition of European philosophy, which completed itself in
Hegel. European philosophy became a science of self~knowing. Modern philosophies ,
especially the school of phenomenology.from Heidegger to Levinas, were all included in

such a tradition of “to know yourself” .

Key words : German classical philosophy; the school of phenomenology; reason; the ab-

solute spirit; Dasein



