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Instinct Desire and Quest
— Husserl’s Genetic Phenomenological Analysis on the Act of Will
Zeng Yun
Abstract: Using the method of genetic phenomenology Husserl revealed the relationships among instinct desire quest and will
as the motivation of action. In his view will was an active act with self—consciousness. And instinct was the original phenomenon of
will. Being the elementary stage of will-act instinct pertained to the pre—self consciousness. Moreover instinct can also act as the im—
mediate driving force of will and take an original role in the process of self’s construction of the world. Because of its randomicity con—
tingency and irrationality instinct needs will for orientating and deciding the practical aims. In contrast with and following instinct de—

sire could either be active or be passive. In other words instinct was the elementary stage of desire and will was the highest stage of

" "

desire. Quest stood for "act in order to*=*"  while will stood for " can do something for this ". It had the character of initiative and pas—
sivity at the same time and was next only to will in the rank of motivation. To become the motivation of will-act quest must embody
value which is the essential aim of act. Husserl thus criticized the hedonists and utilitarians. He thought that they understood quest on
the base of naturalistic theories of human nature i.e. on the base of instinctual and desired self. The aim of quest was not value but in—
terest and pleasure.
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