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The Classic Work on the Turning Point of Western Hermeneutics History

——Review of Dilthey’s The Formation of the Historical World in the Human Sciences

HE Werping
(Department of Philosophy, Huazhong University of Science and Technology , Wuhan 430074, P. R. China)

Abstract: This paper as an academic review summarizes the core content of later Dilthey’s book The Formation
of the Historical World in the Huwman Sciences ( Der Aufbau der Geschichtlichen Welt in den
Geisteswissenscha ften) , and interprets its significance and status of the turning point from the epistemology,
methodology to ontology in the history of Western hermeneutics. This is the inevitable result of his philosophy
to move the base to the living “life” from the abstract “subject”. It makes a subtle change to the epistemology,
methodology of hermeneutics-to advance toward life ontological hermeneutics, which greatly affects Heidegger,
Gadamers ontological hermeneutics, but it did not go to the opposite of the epistemological and methodological
hermeneutics.

Key words: Dilthey; hermeneutics; life; ontology
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