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An Exploration of the Current Westemm Theory of “ Ethnic Group” (by YE Jiang)

Abstract; It is basically accepted in contemporary Western academic circles that the so— called
“ethnic group” is a named human community possessing common myths of ancestry and common historical
memories and culture. Although some of Western scholars once generally treated the “ethnic group” as a
sub— community in a larger society, more Western scholars agree to the argument that the “ethnic group”
may also be a dominant or majority human community. Thus it will be quite correct to use “minority eth-
nic group” to translate the Chinese tem, “ shaoshu minzu” .

Keywords: ethnic group, minority ethnic group, nation, theory of ethnicity and nation

A Historical Survey of the Status of Ethnic Groups in New York City
(by LIN Guang)
Abstract: New York is a typical immigrant city, and every immigrant group has made more or less
contributions to its expansions. “A Survey of New Yoik s Ethnic Groups in 1992”7 has proven that the
Jewish descendants have the greatest effects upon the city s development, while the Spanish influence is
the least. It is suggested that the status of an ethnic group is determined by its awareness of participating
in political activities, economic position and public influence.

Keywords: New York, immigrant, status of an ethnic group

Leibniz s Philosophy and Phenomenology—— From Leibniz to Husserl and Heidegger
(by SANG Jing— yu)
Abstract: It is seemingly unexpected that Leibniz s philosophy, which is always regarded as a mod-
el of rationalistic dogmatism, is paid great attention by phenomenologists such as Husserl and Heidegger.
In fact Leibniz s philosophy is multi—dimensional. His theory of intuition goes beyond the opposition be-
tween rationalism and empiricism in modern philosophy, and his monadology has elements of existential-
ism. Husserl and Heidegger, from their own phenomenological viewpoints, give different explanations to
his philosophy. Tt is helpful for us to study their rlations so as to reconsider Leibniz s thoughts.
Keywords: intuition, phenomenology, Leibniz

Wittgenstein s Discourse on Meaningful Doubt——The Skeptical Idea in On Certainty
(by CAO Jian—bo)
Abstract: On Certainty, as the most important work of Witigenstein s late years, includes abundant
thought of doubt. In it he holds that skeptical doubt is neither genuine nor meaningful, for it is short of a
foundation of wasonable doubt and far avay from the ordinary language game. It cannot build up relations
of doubt and human activities, and completely overlooks and even denies those positive and unsuspecting
elements of reasonable doubt. Witigenstein s idea of doubt is theoretically based on practical foundational -
ism.

Keywords: Witigenstein, meaningful doubt, skepticism, practical foundationalism
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