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On the Holy Bible & its Interpretation by Kant

LI Qiuling

Abstract: From the requirements that morality should be
in aecordance with happiness, Kant demonstrated the proposition
of “morality will inevitably lead to religion” in the view of a
practical reason, and he put forward the only rational religion or
moral religion. Kant tried to use this rational religion to interpret
some of the “historical faiths” that have already existed. And
the first one turned out to be the Holly Bible. As the written
form of the sacred inspiration, the Holy Bible provides a
sustained and universal rule for historical faiths and keeps the
faith survival. However, the Holy Bible contains not only the
moral core content, but also some tools or carriers for the moral
faith, which have nothing to do with morality and are even
contradictory. So, it is very necessary to interpret the Holy Bible
in accord with morality by philosophy. Kant undertook this kind
of interpretation himself, and put forward four fundamental
principles. To Kant, this kind of interpretation will weaken the
historical and other special characters of churches, and make
them closer to the true religion, and thus enahle churches to he
the general ethical community. Such kind of ethical community
is “the kingdom of God”.

Key words: Kant; rational religion; morality; the Holy

Bible; exegesis
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