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God’ s will and natural law: Controversies in early modern moral philosophy

DENG An-ging
( Fudan University Shanghai 200433  China)

Abstract: Natural Law the first theoretical formation in modern moral philosophy is in the first place philosophy of morali-
ty instead of science of jurisprudence. That moral philosophy was elaborated on in Book I and Il of On the Nature of Law and
Nations by Pufendorf the first Chaired Professor of Natural Law and International Law on the European Continent as well as in
the world. Given the fact that Pufendorf’ s interpretation of Natural Law was on the negative receiving end of Leibniz it is im—
perative that the former’ s status in history be examined on the basis of the critique by Lebniz of both Pufendorf’ s and Hobbes’

interpretation of Natural Law with a view to understanding whether Natural Law is God’ s will or the nature of things per se.

Thus 1 offer comments on the arguments spanning a period of intellectual history within early modern moral philosophy that
paved the way for modern moral philosophy.
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