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The Principle of Individuation and Problems of Leibnizian Philosophy
WANG Chengjun (Zhongnan University of Economics & Law)

Abstract: “Individual” is a central concept for Leibnizian Philosophy, and the problem of individuation is therefore a very
important issue in Leibniz.In his mature philosophy, Leibniz tends to see “the whole entity”,i.e.,individuated perception plus
individuated appetition as the principle of individuation for Monads which are seen as the true individuals in his mature
philosophy. Although we could acknowledge that this claim is not a null statement, this Leibnizian principle of individuation
has to be facing with some theoretical troubles. That is, by appealing to “the whole entity”, Leibniz can not provide an
universal explanation which he himself has sought for all substances.but an ad hoc explanation for immaterial substances
alone; and,even though it signifies an internal principle of being,the principle “the whole entity” can not provide a sufficient
reason even for a Monad’ s individuation and therefore an external principle, i.e., God is still needed to be a part of this
solution.In this sense, Leibniz has never been totally successful in seeking a principle of individuation in his mature
philosophy.
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