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Leibniz’s Theory of Time in His Monadology

WANG Bing—qing

(Normal University of Nanyang, Nanyang Henan 473061,China)

Abstract: The appetite of monads and the theory of pre—established harmony are the keys to understand Leibniz’s theory of time in his monadology.

In virtue of the appetite in monad, every monad continuously transits from one state to another and this results in an individual temporal series for

each monad. In virtue of the pre—established harmony between monads and between the realm of monads and the realm of phenomena, there is a cor-

respondence between the changes of states for each monad and the changes of states for another, so all monads and all phenomena are in a public

temporal frame of the same universe. Time is a general law of series of the universe preordained by God in Creation, and all the temporal series of

monads and phenomena are just variations of the general law of series preordained by God.
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