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The Concept of God after Auschwitz: A Jewish Voice

Hans Jonas

[Abstract] In 1984 Hans Jonas gave a celebratory speech entitled “The Concept of God after
Auschwitz” in appreciation of the Protestant Theology Department University of Tiibingen which granted him
the Dr. Leopold Lucas award. His work was honored as “profound decent and full of admonition”. Jonas pointed
out that through the years when Auschwitz raged God remained silent not because he chose not to but because
he could not intervene: God is no longer omnipotent. God suffers together with mankind. He finally stressed that
by forgoing its own inviolateness the eternal ground allowed the world to be. To this self-denial all creation owes
its existence and with it has received all there is to receive from beyond. Having given himself whole to the
becoming world God has no more to give it is mans now to give to him. Jonas thus set out from speculative
theology to lay the foundation for his ethics of responsibility.

[Keywords] Auschwitz Speculative Theology Theodicy the Book of Job the Caring God the Imperative

of Responsibility



