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compensation theory as the pivotal twin-theses aside from his religious cri-
tique. The author tries to manifest the functional approach of this notion in
the field of sociology of religion in the 20® century. Discussion and
reflection from scholars, such as Richard Niebuhr, Charles Y. Glock and
Rodney Stark ,are illustrated as milestones of a persisting tradition, in order

to shed new light on Marx’s insight of religion.

Key words;

Marx, religion as opium, functional approach, deprivation, compensa-
tion, sociology of religion, Richard Niebuhr, Charles Y. Glock,
Rodney Stark

German philosophy ; past and present
—— from the perspective of
Wu Yuanhua
Abstract:

German philosophy has lasted for more than 300 years and is still in the
evolution, and both its theoretical prosperity and the world—ﬁde influence
are becoming greater and greater. As the complexity of German philosophy
causes the difficulty in understanding, if one wants to grasp its essence in
the whole, one should choose an appropriate level of analysis and apply the
method of case study. According to the past and present of German philos-
ophy, it is the critique of modemity that satisfies this need for analysis. It is
the perpetual theme since the generation of German philosophy and can
present the theoretical endeavor of German philosophy in different periods.
From the viewpoint of the whole progress, the German philosophy’s

critique of modernity can be divided into four periods, namely the classic
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period which is represented by Hegel, the middle period by Max Weber,
the later period by Heidegger and the new period by Habermas. They all
display the traits of transformation and the achievement of thinking in the
entire process from the modern to the contemporary era. Meanwhile, pro-
ving its historical objectivity as phenomenological critique and the impact
on the contemporary development of Marxism, we also reveal the essence

of the critique of modernity in German philosophy.

Key words ;
German philosophy, modernity , phenomenological criticism , postmod-

ernism , Hagel , Marx Webb , Heidegger , Habermas

Dialectics and the Principle of Identity of Thought and Being
Wen Xueping
Abstract:

Hegel’s principle of identity of thought and being has quadruple mean-
ings and its essence is the identity of thought and being in thought. The dia-
lectics implied by his principle of identity embodies the process of selfcrea-
tion of concept, i. e. the process of self-negation of concept. By criticizing
and remolding Hegel’s principle of identity, Karl Marx propounds his own
principle of identity of thought and being in sensuous human activity. This
principle of identity implies the dialectics of praxis,i. e. the process of self-
negation of real men’s praxis activity. Both of Hegel’s and Marx’s dialectics
are dialectics in the identity of thought and being ,and their core are self-

negation.
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