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The Prototypes of theVery [dea of A rtificial Inte][8ence
in theq7 th and 18 th C entury European PhLilosoPhY
XU Y ing jin
( School of Philoobphy FudanUnijversify Shanghaippp433 China)
Abstract A lhough Atificia] Inte]ligence (A} is a rejative]y new disciPline anerging in thepq th cent
ry its 100t can be traced back minmnaly speaking 10 the17 th and 1§ th century Eumpean PhilosoPhy
PhilosoPhers nn these wo centures knowing€ nothing€ ahoutmaodem canputer science noWithstandin,g
did appwach © he PhipsoPhica] foundation of AT by rspng at Jeast wo questions Fist § it concepu
all possible 10 build up a mechanicalmode] which can perfect]ly hehave as a genu pne nteli€ent ageny
Second if the answer of the foreoing questpn ;s positiv,e whatkind of the heoy on hunanm nd can Be
the best reference for e required mode{_; Twil] ar€ue hat hoth Descares and [ ejpniz offered a negatve
rePly o the first question while Hobbes offred a posjtive one So far as the second questpn is con
cemed Hume s reconstruction of cogn tjve architecturg as a theory ofmind i its face Valug can he
viewed as the bluePrint of the contamporary connectijonist approach NAI wherasKant s attanpts 0 ne
gotiae beween puition and thinking is echoed by A1 scientists  atempts © negrae hoth the« bottan-
up» and« ©p dowrr approaches aswhole Ina nutsheu the17 th and (g th century Furopean PhilosoPhy
can he viewed as a poten ta ]« wisdan hank f)rAJ althhough themainstrean of the ATcirck is sti]] i€na
rant of this fact
Key words Artificia] he]lBence (AT, S¥mholic A] anajgug connectionisny 1OP-dovn approach
pottan_up approach
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