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Nicolai Hartmann and Chung-hwan Chen’s studies of Plato’s epistemology

NIU Zi-niu & SONG JiHie
(Tsinghua University Beijing 100084 China)

Abstract: Nicolai Hartmann Chung-hwan Chen’s tutor in Berlin University was reckoned to be one of the most original Ger—
man philosophers in the first half of the 20th century and had remarkable influence on Chens studies of Plato’s works. Though
these two philosophers worked in different fields and talked with different academic communities their respective positions in
philosophical arguments could echo each other: on one hand they defended the ontological status of cognitive objects that is
they preserved their transcendent being-in-itself independent of knowledge ; on the other hand they developed methods of intui—
tions corresponding to their ontology and took intuition as the indispensable basis of inference. Thus Chens studies of Plato are
not only kind of treasure in the field of classical studies but also reflect several important arguments in the German philosophy
of the 20th century.
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